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A look inside student sharehouses 

May 14, 2014 



Student photographer Rebekah Day spent a few weekends taking a look inside the 
sharehouses of four students in Sydney and Canberra. She found lots of laundry, 
pot plants, empty bottles and fridge rosters, as well as a few poopy cats.  

Emily Dafter, 18, Notre Dame University 
Emily has lived in Randwick, Sydney, for three months with a work mate “There are 
pot plants everywhere. The ones we have in the bathroom don’t tend to survive 
ong, but I like all the greenery.” 

“[The best sharehouse experience comes from] being with someone you’ve met 
prior and someone you’re similar in age to. Oh, and signing a lease. I didn’t have 
any of those things at my last place.”  

 

 

 

 

 

“Blue, the cat, pooing under my bloody bed [was the worst experience]. Only two 
days after I’d set up my new bed. I slept on a couch for weeks waiting for that bed.” 

“My housemate was teaching Blue the cat to use the human toilet for a while, but 
she’d rather hide behind things in the bathroom.” 

“[My most sharehouse awkward experience] 
was at my last house. I walked into the 
laundry one day and was pulling my clothes 
out of the washing machine and noticed a 
small silver object at the bottom of the 
barrell and picked it up, only to realise what 
it was: a vibrator. I put it on top of the 
washing machine and left it for the next 
person. A week later, I saw it on my 
flatmate's bedside table.” “My new housemate 
has a habit of leaving silver coins in the 
washing.” 
 



Luke Hadfield, 20, Bachelor of Writing at the University of Canberra 
Living in Canberra with five other people 

“I work at the biggest Domino’s store in the Southern Hemisphere apparently. We 
probably have pizza for dinner once every 10 days. It’s a big part of our socialising. 
I sleep on my friend's couch basically every night, and ended up getting him a job at 
Domino’s too.” 

“Originally, I was studying business and I woke up one 
morning and thought ‘what am I going to do with my 
life?’ So I transferred into a Bachelor of Writing. In this 

course, I could come out a writer or journalist or screen writer...I’m writing a 
murder mystery at the moment [and] reading things I wouldn’t usually. I’ve always 
been interested in watching films.” 

“Not many friends [from the coast] come to visit down here…Since I can’t show a 
brief visitor everything in Canberra, I just take them [to the Telstra Tower] and, well, 
show them everything.” 

“Looking at a map you can see how neat and well planned the city of Canberra is; it 
feels like a big country town, but there is everything a city could offer without the 
masses of people.” 

“The best thing about sharehouses is definitely the 
people, meeting new people, making friends, the fun 
things that happen with your friends. When you live by 
yourself, it’s harder to function. Well, that’s because I 
consider myself a people person.” 
“I’ve bonded quite well with Canberra. It’s an acquired 
taste. There is a lot of greenery and vastness to what 
initially seems like a small place.” 

“I like to have a notebook on me at all times in case something comes to me, either 
for my blog or my novel. I pull up a chair next to the window [when I’m writing] and 



look out because you can see all the way out to the mountains, and that’s kinda just 
relaxing.” 

Emily Druery, 19, and Hannah Ray, 19, studying Diploma of Ministry at Hillsong 
College 
Emily and Hannah live in Bella Vista Waters, Sydney with eight other students 

Emily: “When I first moved out, I went through a phase of living off frozen meals. 
Some are more [nutrionally] balanced than I would ever prepare for myself. I am a 
homebody though, and I like to be cosy. I knit 
blankets and scarfs, I bake, and I decorate 
things like the fridge with pages of my 
favourite magazines and string up my 
sunglasses collections on the walls.” 

Emily: “The cultural differences really shocked 
me. I didn’t realise that people from different 
countries have totally different standards to 
one another – in terms of everything. 
Cleaning, cooking, dressing, speaking to 
eachother. It changed my ideas of what is ‘normal’, and you 
learn to bend yourself and your ideas of how things should 
be done to create unity in the house.” 

Emily: “My first house wasn’t good like that. I’m greatful my parents taught me how 
to live independently. I started college prepared to pay bills or cook or do my own 
washing, [but] the other housemates were not as ready. It was stressful for them.” 
 
Emily: “Because this house is rented to us through Hillsong Colleg, we have a curfew 
of no boys in the house after 10pm, but that’s different if 
you’re not living in a house rented through college or there 
is a married couple.” 

Emily: “We collect a lot of furniture from the side of the 
road. It’s all mismatched, but it’s still nicer than a lot of 
sharehouses I’ve seen.” 
 



Hannah: “I was living in another college sharehouse in Glenwood with a married 
couple. Now they’re pregnant, and I wonder if I was there when that went down? 
[laughs] I used to just put on music when I thought I could 
hear anything private going on.” 
 

Hannah: “One girl dyed her hair pink at the ends and then 
another girl we live with did hers the exact same way. The 
first girl found it annoying and cut 10 inches off her hair, 
then the copycat did the same thing within days. It’s pretty 
funny.” 
 
Hannah: “We all kind of dyed our hair at the same time. We 
crammed three of us in the bathroom once while everyone 
did different colour ombre styles. We always put on Beyonce 
when we do that.”  
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Thousands rally across 
Australia in protest 
against the 2014 federal 
budget 
July 07, 2014 



 

Students, university representatives and some very spritely senior citizens 
attended rallies across Australia yesterday to protest the federal government’s 
annual budget. 

Sydney’s ‘Bust the Budget’ protestors marched down the city’s George St on 
Sunday afternoon to protest controversial budget measures, such as a Medicare 
co-payment of $7 and uni fee deregulation. 

Participants were as varied as unionists, university students, asylum seeker 
advocates and health workers, as well as those from political parties The Greens 
and The Communist Party of Australia. 

Ninety-year-old protester and tertiary student Dorothy Magnussan told Hijacked 
that her personal reasons for attending the rally were due to changes to 
education and Medicare fees. 

“We fought and fought for these benefits [as young people]. I started work when 
I was 14, and if you hurt your back, it cost a whole week’s wages to go to the 
doctor. So no one went to the doctor," she said. 

“That’s what will happen again. I turn 90 this year, and so I joined the student 
union, because I’ve started at TAFE. Joe Hockey didn’t pay a cent for his 
education.” 

http://hijacked.com.au/how-the-2014-budget-will-affect-young-tertiary-students
http://hijacked.com.au/how-the-2014-budget-will-affect-young-tertiary-students
http://hijacked.com.au/accepting-reality-do-we-become-less-radical-and-more-conservative-with-age


Amongst the serious and informative protest signs at the Sydney protest were 
many humorous and vulgar posters, including a few hand drawn placards with 
the words “fuck the system”. 

Tourists and residents were drawn out of shops and cafes to photograph the 
group once it gathered at Sydney’s Town Hall in the afternoon. 

The Abbott government’s controversial budget was released in May and 
included the deregulation of tertiary fees, which some experts say could lead to 
soaring fees for many students. 

It also included stricter regulation of youth welfare such as Youth Allowance and 
Newstart, and flagged a revival of a Work for the Dole program for unemployed 
under 30s. 
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We waited in line for six 
hours for the Game of 
Thrones exhibition in 
Sydney 

http://hijacked.com.au/the-greens-launch-degree-cost-calculator
http://hijacked.com.au/the-greens-launch-degree-cost-calculator


July 07, 2014 

 

There is a lot someone can do in six hours: complete an average school day, 
drive to Coffs Harbour from Sydney, watch two and a bit Harry Potter films or 
cook 180 packets of two minute noodles. 

Or you could wait in line for a Game of Thrones exhibition. This is precisely how 
long I waited in line on Thursday, when I headed to Sydney’s Museum of 
Contemporary Art (MCA) for a peek at the US television show's ridiculously 
hyped exhibition, which ran for just four days. 

If it wasn't for beautiful weather conditions and friendly crowds, the six hour 
wait to get into the museum would have been hell. Luckily for myself and the 
random guy I met who’d flown from Adelaide just for the event and offered to 
pay people for their place in the line, it was all worthwhile in the end. 



 
By 11.30am the queue had been sealed off for the day, and it was not to be re-
opened again for 24 hours. I watched with pity from my vantage point, halfway 
through the line, as hundreds of die-hard 'Thronies' were turned away. 

After finally making it to the entry doors and being given a grey wristband (the 
background colour of House Frey banners *shudders*), museum staff clapped 
and cheered at our resilience and ushered us into the relatively small 
Foundation Hall room of the MCA, where only 250 people were allowed in at a 
time. 

The first thing that caught everyone’s eye as they walked in was the replica Iron 
Throne. The gasps heard upon sighting it were not just because of the throne’s 
majesty and wonder, but mostly because of yet another huge line that awaited 
us in this area. 



 
Not everyone was daunted by the thought of another queue. One fellow took the 
opportunity to propose to his bewildered girlfriend as she posed for a photo on 
the throne. After dragging my eyes away from the realistic display, I spotted the 
highly anticipated augmented reality simulator role play machine, which also 
(surprise!) had a huge line. 

Queuing for half an hour to try this modern-day marvel only increased my 
excitement and anticipation as I watched participants step into the prop cages. 
One in every five finished their experience with muffled screams. 

Finally, an attendant fitted me with goggles and headphones that totally 
enveloped the senses. As we 'took off', the cages rattled and blew cold wind – 
the effect of which transported you mentally to the scene of a medieval elevator 
about to ascend The Wall, as patrolled by The Nights Watch in the show. 



Without giving too much more away, the experience was a tad frightening, but 
incredible nonetheless. The detailed scenery was convincing and the epitome of 
the flawlessness associated with HBO. 

After stepping out of the Game of Thrones virtual reality experience, I spent 
time soaking up the giant posters of maps, character photographs, still shots 
from famous scenes and draft storyboard sketches. Each display was 
accompanied by fascinating background information. 

 
Many glass cases were also scattered throughout the display, holding props 
from the show such as the huge sword Ice and the heads of a direwolf and 
dragon. Next to each display cabinet, a sign boasted the extra content you 
could view on your mobile using Google Play, with wifi located throughout the 
building. 



The displays that focused on main characters also included costumes worn by 
the cast. These showcased the intricate detail and workmanship that has gone 
into creating the show. 

Discovery of a video show reel dedicated entirely to each character that had died 
throughout the series – both minor and major roles – was a heartbreaking 
highlight of the exhibition. 

For those wondering if the exhibition is worth the wait, I’m going to be honest 
and say it is, but only if you’re a massive fan. The chance to get a picture on the 
Iron Throne and experience The Wall are incredible value for money, considering 
we didn't pay a cent to get into the MCA. 

I spent six hours of my life that I’ll never get back in that line. If you weren’t 
going to keep your photo upon the Throne as your Facebook profile picture for 
many months, then it probably wouldn’t be worth it. 

The Sydney Game of Thrones exhibition closed on Saturday and will now travel 
to Vancouver in Canada, where it will be open to the public for two weeks from 
mid-August. 
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http://connect.hbo.com/events/game-thrones/game-thrones-exhibit/


Hijack The Streets: What's your dating horror story? 

October 21, 2014 

 “We'd be fools not to ride this strange torpedo all the way out to the end,” wrote Hunter S. 
Thompson in his famous Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. Although Thompson was referring to 
going out on assignment and writing in the harsh American desert (while experimenting with an 
assortment drugs), this motto is just as applicable to the murky world of dating. This week we hit 
the streets of Macleay College in Sydney to hear some horror dating stories. 

 

Brian, 19 

HJCKD: What’s your dating horror story? 

So I dated this girl, and I went for a date with her at Bar Century, we’d 
been together for a while… then we went to go have sex in the bushes 
and I saw a blanket … and I kicked it over and there was human faeces 
under it. 

 

HJCKD: How did that work out for you? 

The funny thing was I didn’t want to have sex …she really wanted to … and then it happened, and I 
had human faeces all down my jeans. 

Then I had to take the train back home, and when I got back I was like “mum I slipped in mud, can 
you wash my jeans?” 

 

Benedicte, 22 

HJCKD: What’s your dating horror story? 

I had a guy who made me pay him back for dinner because I wouldn’t go home with him. It was so 
bad. It was actually really scary because he’d pushed me up against a wall and I said “um I feel really 
uncomfortable”. I eventually ended up driving off with him hanging out of my car. 

 

HJCKD: How do those bad experiences change your dating habits? 

Now I make a really big point of going halves on the first date, because I never want to get in that 
situation ever again. 

 

Jenny*, 22 

HJCKD: What’s your dating horror story? 

There was this guy who looked really hot in his (tinder) photos 
right…he was actually half my size…He said he was an actor, but he 



wasn’t even an actor! He’d had one commercial in like 5 years… he was 31. That day I met him he 
turned 31! It was his birthday… 

It was really cold… and he’s like “can I hug you?” and I’m like “um, OK”. 

I actually don’t mind hugs so whatever, but I look back now and I’m like I shouldn’t have let that 
happen… it’s a pretty perv move… He just started humping me! 

 

HJCKD: How do those bad experiences change your dating habits? 

Well I like going through that weird things like that, cos you just have boundaries next time, like you 
just don’t go there [again]. 

 

Rebekah Day 
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Sydney’s best summer 
camping spots 
November 15, 2014 

 

Summer’s finally (almost here), and that means the perfect time to do 
something a bit different. Whether it’s a luxurious glamping weekend, or a week 
living native, there are few escapes more serene and relaxing than a good old 
camping trip. Here are some good spots to check out. 

Glamping in the Blue Mountains 

Only an hour and a half from Sydney; the Blue Mountains are a conveniently 
close and stunning beautiful getaway. While the area is filled with spectacular 
views, plenty of wildlife, bushwalking trails and waterfalls, it also offers the 
modern conveniences of nearby cafes and boutique shopping, as well as plenty 
of camping options. 

Hiking and biking at Kosciusko National Park 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/parkWildlife.aspx?id=N0004
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/nationalparks/parkWalking.aspx?id=N0004
http://www.bluemountainswonderland.com/2974/waterfalls/
http://www.bluemts.com.au/food-wine/cafes/
http://www.bluemts.com.au/shopping/


The Southern Highlands of New South Wales is the unrivalled champion of snow 
sport tourism during winter but is often overlooked as a camping spot in the 
summer months. 

Although the trip is five and a half hours from Sydney, it’s definitely worthwhile. 
Kosciusko National Park is home to Australia’s highest mountain with 
breathtaking scenery all year round, and is perfect for hiking and mountain bike 
riding in summer. 

A girls' weekend in the Hunter Valley 

Only three hours from Sydney, the Hunter Valley is famous for its local wine and 
produce, and is the perfect place to explore with the girls. With beautiful 
summer camping weather and locations accompanied by plenty of wine 
tours and restaurants you won’t be short of places to visit. Summer also means 
the Hunter Valley Gardens is on providing amazing displays in its heavenly 
botanic wonderland with special Christmas and New Years Eve events. 

A tree change at the Wombeyan Caves 

If natural wonders and secluded getaways are your thing then exploring the 
beautiful Wombeyan caves in Wollondilly will make a great escape. A scenic 
three to four hour drive away, there are some great campsites and of course the 
majestic caves. The Wollondilly River also runs through the area and is perfect 
for canoeing and fishing along. 

A photographer’s dream in Kiama 

One of the more accessible getaways, Kiama is less than two hours drive from 
Sydney and you can get a train there, too. With some beautiful walks and 
scenery surrounding your prospective campsites, don’t miss the town’s 
legendary blowhole. Lots of great photo ops.  Kiama also acts as potential 
gateway to the South Coast including Nowra and the Kangaroo Valley. 

Coastal heaven of Port Stephens 

A short two and a half hour drive will take you from inner Sydney to the coastal 
heaven of Port Stephens. Adventure abounds in this stunning holiday area – you 
can go camel or horse riding on the beach, whale watching, shark feeding , 
snorkelling, surfing and more. The area is gloriously unpopulated compared to 
the bustling beaches of Sydney, making it a beautiful camping escape. 

Water-loving fun at the Nepean River 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/parkSnowSports.aspx?id=N0018
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/parkSnowSports.aspx?id=N0018
http://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/snowy-mountains/kosciuszko-national-park/kosciuszko
http://www.winecountry.com.au/toursandtransport/tours-in-hunter-valley
http://www.winecountry.com.au/toursandtransport/tours-in-hunter-valley
http://www.huntervalleygardens.com.au/
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/parkShowCaves.aspx?id=N0352
http://www.kiama.com.au/blowhole
http://www.portstephens.org.au/see-and-do/the-sand-dunes/camel-horse-riding
http://www.ozsharkandray.com.au/


Located in the western suburbs of Sydney, the Nepean River offers an 
abundance of water activities for those wanting to escape the heat without 
travelling out of Sydney.  There’re plenty of places to fish, canoe, bird watch and 
bush walk in the area, and the Cables Wake Park offers cable ski facilities and 
coaching for beginners. The Great River Walk is also a great way to see the 
beautiful surrounding region. 

Surround yourself in nature at the Wollemi National Park 

Two hours from Sydney, this world-heritage listed national park home to an 
abundance of wildlife, pristine rivers, countless bushwalks, and an ancient 
secret. Hidden somewhere deep within the park is the Wollemi pine treethought 
to be one of the world’s oldest plants, which was only discovered 20 years ago. 
You can camp in the national park, and there’re glow worm tunnels, rivers, 
waterfalls, and even ruins to explore in this huge expanse of bush - what’s not 
to love? 

Choose your own adventure on the Central Coast 

The central coast is the gateway to coastal and rural paradise. With activity 
havens such as the Glenworth Valleyand the renowned beaches such as Terrigal, 
Umina, and Killcare all within easy reach of bustling city centres, it’s easy to see 
why the Central Coast is so densely populated during the summer. 

Luckily there are plenty of unspoilt beaches to explore such as MacMasters, 
Soldiers, and Toowoon Bay. This offering of isolated in coastal paradises 
alongside tourist hot spots makes the Central Coast a unique get away. 

Explore your backyard in Ku-Ring-Gai Chase National Park 

The second oldest national park in Australia is located only 45 minutes away 
from the centre of Sydney and has plenty to offer. There’s good camping, 
notably at The Basin, and there’s lots of bushwalking to do, ancient Aboriginal 
rock-art to see and the historic Barrenjoey Lighthouse to explore, all easily 
accessible via well maintained walking tracks. 

Rebekah Day 

 

http://www.sydney.com/destinations/sydney/sydney-west/penrith/attractions/cables-wake-park-penrith
http://www.penrithcity.nsw.gov.au/Our-Facilities/Great-River-Walk/
http://www.wollemipine.com/index.php
http://www.glenworth.com.au/
http://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/ku-ring-gai-chase-national-park/barrenjoey-lighthouse/historic-site
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